**Abstract**

**Objectives:** The objective of this study was to investigate the risk factors of fear of falling in representative sample of elderly population in Korea.

**Method:** We examined the dataset of the Survey of Living Conditions and Welfare Needs of Korean Older Persons, which was conducted by the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs (KIHASA) in 2011. Participants (n=10,674) were randomly selected from the elderly aged more than 65 years old. Multivariate logistic regression was used to investigate risk factor of fear of fall in terms of their sociodemographic and health-related variables.

**Results:** This study shows that 21.2% of the participants experienced fall during last 12 months. The 32.4% and 43.3% of the participants reported severe and mild fear of fall, respectively. In hierarchical regression analyses, we revealed that, along with fall, depression, subjective health status, chronic illness, and functional impairment were significant predictors of fear of fall after controlling for various confounding variables. In addition, mediational analyses suggested by Baron and Kenny (1986) revealed that both depression and subjective health status were partial mediators on the relationship between fall and fear of fall.

**Conclusions:** In persons with fear of falling, they were more depressed and perceived their health status as poorer when compared to persons without fear of falling. Health care providers should be alert to evaluate and provide optimum treatment of underlying depression and poor subjective health status in elderly people
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